SOME OTHER WAY
IT Kings 5:1-1¢

Very few stories in the $1d Testament are more familiar than the one recorded
in the fifth chapter of Second Kings. At least, it would be difficulit to
find anether scriptural narrative of egual length which contains a greater
wealth of human interest and moral instruction., In this very fTamiliar passage
there is much to challenge the attention and congideration of people in all
circumstances of life,

At the time of this narrative Benhadad was reigning in Pamascus, the capital
of Syria. The Israelites trembled before him because ke was such a Fierce
enemy of God's mnation, Israel. Benhadad was a proud, haughty, pitiless and
remerseless tyrant who irusted in his wealth, in his military strength and

in the help of his idels. ©Of all his numerous possessions there was, perhaps,
none more precicous tham his faithfnl friend and the commander-in-chief of

his army, whose name was Naaman,

Of all the characters in the 0ld Testament very few, if any, are more attrac-
tive oxr interesting than Haaman the Syrian. He was one of those persons who
never fails to attract attention er to evoke admiration.

I. Haaman's Characteristics.

1 He was prominent.
Naaman did net belong to the ranks of the humble citizens but was
commander-in-chief of all the Syrian army. Next to the king, he was
the most preminent man in Syria. After he rose to the highest rank
in the army, Naaman toek a very active part in national affairs and
Justified the confidence reposed in him.

Z. He was popular, :
Naaman had been used in a marvelous fashion by divine providence as
an instrument of deliverance to the nation. Because of his great
services to his country, he enjoyed to an mnnusual degree the confidence
and favors of his morarch, who lavished upon him the great homors and
the rich gifts which kings freguently confer upon their favorites.
Naaman was regarded so highly by the king that he could sebtain any
favor that he desired. He was also the idol of his army and the prids
of his fellow-countrymen.

3. He was honorakle,
Naaman wes an exemplary husband, a useful public servant and a courage-
ous general, Because of his splendid reputatiom in these capacities
he won the respect and the admiration of his people who had a high
regard for honor.

4. He was successfal,

Under his leadership the armies of Syria marched against the enemies
of their country and defeated them. HNaaman was an instrument of de-
liverance to his nation and was acknowledged by all as the peliitical
and military saviour of his country, "because by him the Lord had
given deliverance unto Syria.® He was one of the most successful
generals of his day, and his name was a terrer te multiplied thousands
and the glory of many more. As commander-in-chief he saw real service,
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won his spurs in active warfare, and led his troops to victory.
Crowned with laurels and enriched with speils, he was greeted on his
return from battle with the triumphant shouts of a joyful and gratefunl
populace.

5. He was valiant.
"He was alse a mighty man in valour.® This statement reveals the
foundation of much of his greatness. It implies the possession of
wisdom, Fforethought, ingenuity, decision, versatility, and all the
other excellent qualities which are blended in a great general. He
was cantious and wise as well as brave and enmergetic,

6. He was proud.
It is mot at azll surprising that Naaman was proud. As far as external
prosperity went, the illustrious Naaman had practicaily everything
one could desire. He was high im rank, great in honor, rich ia worldly
goods, and successful in war; he was the faverite of his king, the idol
of his army, and the pride of his peeple. From a worldly point of
view, Naaman was a great man.

Haamants Condition.

Although Naaman was prominment, popular, honorable, successful, valiant
and proud, he was the victim of a terrible disease ~- leprosy. He had
so many things that one might desire; but what of that, when he was what
he was -- a leper? His condition illustrates the fact that there is
always something to meodify the happiness of every human life and some-
thing te mar the mest brilliant success. In every life there is some
good thing withheld or some sad thing added. ALl of us might be happy
but for semething; our plans might be successful, but fer something.

Lepresy was the most fearful, dreaded, and despised disease knowan teo
the people of the Bast. It was a terrible disease--hereditary, painful,
contagious, loathsome, separating, incurable by man, and Fatal. In all
these respects it resembles gin. The leprosy of sin tarnishes every
woerlidly honer, blights the loveliest scene, dims the brightest prospects
and moderates every joy.

Naoamants Cure.

In the course of their many border raids in the towas and villages of
Israel, the Syrian troops had seized and carried off, as part of their
booty, a little Hebrew girl whom Haamam appropriated and presented %o
his wife as a servant. In the position of attendant op the wife of
Haaman, she did her work admirably. Although she was in s heathemn land
and surrounded by the pomp and show of idolatry, she steadfastly clung
to the religion of her fathers and kept her heart set on the ways of
God. She was strong in her simple faith in the God of Israel. Forced
away from her family, hoeme, and friemnds, with grief enough to break her
heart, she did not forget her God nor the good which He had dome through
His prophet.

She socon discovered that something was wrong in Haaman's househeld, as
neither Naaman nor his wife were cheerful. BShe wondered what was wrong
and at last was informed that Naaman was a leper. Having become attached
to him, she was touched by hig misfortune. Had she been like some peorpie,
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she would have rejoiced that he was a leper. If the feeling of retalia-
ticn had influenced her, she would have watched with malicious pleasure
the pregress of his disease. One day while her mistress and she engaged
in a chat aboul domestic affairs, Naaman's health was mentioned. With
all the fulness of a sympathizing heart, and the tear of kindly devotion
trembling in her eye, she thought of Godls prophet ir Samaria. She re-
membered whal wondrous works of healing he had done, and she concluded
that he wonld do the same Ffor Naaman if his help was only sought. While
she never knew of Elisha healing a leper, she believed that God could do
this alse through him, Simply, affectionately, and with the greatest
assurance she ventured to say to her mistress, "Would Geod my lord were
with the prophet that is in Samarial fer he would recover him of his
leprosy.® There was a note of sinceriiy and conviciien in her statemeni
that deeply touched her mistress and gave her a ray of hope for her doomed
husband., Convineced that there was a possibility of healing, WNaamants
wife conveyed this message to him. Unexpectedly it opened him a new
guiding star in his midnight of darkness.

How willing our frieands are te prescribe for us and how guick we are to
accept their meost extraerdimary suggestions! Since none of the eminent
doctors in Damascus or Syria ecould help him, Naaman was wiiling to try
almost anything te get rid of his leprosy. Naaman knew nothing of the
means Elisha had at his disposal for the treatment of leprosy, but he
wanted to give him a trial. However, he considered it his duty to inform
Benhadad of his intention and receive the royal sanction. Boerm and bred

a politician, and knowing the value of imfluence, he went to his sovereign
and teld him of his hopes and asked for a letier of intreduction., Knowing
little or nothing about miracles but much about how things are done other-
wise, all they deemed necessary was for Naaman, properly acecredited, teo
preseat himself before the king of Israel, and he would either effect

the cure himself or have the prophet te perform the necessary miracle.

Benhadad!s letter was short and to the peint. The facts were clearly
stated and his wishes fully declared. This letter placed the king of
Israel in an embarrassing pesitien, After reading the letter with extreme
astonishment, the king of Israel rent his clethes and said, "Am I God, to
kill and to make alive that this man doth send unte me to recover a man

of his leprosy? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh

a quarrel against me.® Since there was no reference in the letter to the
prophet of whom themaid had spokem, the king thought it was just a pre-
text for the resumption of war. When the tidings of the kingtls perplexity
reached Elisha, with a fine sense of confidence in himself and in his
power, Elisha requested the king to send Naaman to him.

With a letter in his hand to command the cure, at least Ffifty thousand
dollars in his pockets te pay for it, and a splendid and glittering
retinue accompanying him, Naaman turned from the royal palace and ap-
proached the door of the prophetts humble abode.

Naazman made his pilgrimage to Samaria, a distance of one hundred and
fifty miles; with a mind full of the most detailed preconceptions. He
thought that Elisha would feel very much flattered that he should come
and call wpon him. He expected the prophet to ceme out to him, very
humble and very subservient. He thought that Elisha would make much of
him, since he had and could give so much. He wanted to be treated like
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a great man who happened to be a leper. He expected that his pemp and
his gold would wir him deference and homage and that he wonld be healed
by solemn word, act, and touch. Bul the process of healing was differeant
from what Naaman expected.,

Elisha knew what was best for this mighty man of valour; he must be
emptied of his pride before God could help him., Iastead of geing out

to meet him im recognition of his rank, in the position he ocecupied in
the nation from which he came, Elisha sent an humble messenger to him,
saying: "Go and wash im Jerdan seven times, and thy flesh shall come
again unto thee, and thou shalt be clean.® His directions were plain
and specific. Could anything be more explicit? Elisha treated him as
though he were am ordinary commonplace leper. -He made no allowance
whatever for his native pride. Because the prophetfs counsel did not
fit in with Naaman's prejudices and his sense of his cwn importance, he
was wroth at Elisha and turned away in a rage. Flattered and carressed
and feared and waited en, he had seemed to himself more than man; now
for the first time a fellowman cast aside his splender and fame as
though they were trifles. He was sadly disappointed and disgusted by
the matter-of-fact way in which Elisha received him. It was a severe
blow te him to be asked to bathe his stately though leprous limbs in the
tarbid waters of the Jordan rather than in the clear limpid rivers of his
native Damascus,

He wanted to be treated like a great man who happened to be a leper, but
Elisha treated him like a leper who happened %o be a great man, His
suffering unpitied, his pomp unnoticed, his gold despised, he was turned
away like a beggar from the door, with the added insult of what he con-
sidered a trivial message. With his pride and vanily wounded, and turning
away infuriated, he expressed his feeling of disappointment and contempt.

What a miserable river, that dirty Jerdanl! Think of asking the captain

of the great Syrian hest to do a thing so humblingl Why I'11 be the
langhing stock of Syrdial I'11 never be able to live that downi I'il

go home and die before I will make a fool of myself. Jordan isn't the
only stream of water. PAre not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of BDamascus,
better than all the waters of Israel?® HMay I not be cleansed some other
way? But Jordan was God's river for Naaman, just as Calvary is God's

way for the sinner. Some try toc obtain salvation through gifts and others
through works. It is not received in either manner.

Naaman'ts servants attempted to stay his wrath and get him to congider

the advisability of at least testing the prophet's words. Their gentle
persuasion prevailed., At the bank of the Jordan he laid aside his armor,
put off his outer garment, stepped down inte the river, dipped himself
seven times, and his Tlesh became again like the flesh of a little child.
The cure was instantaneouns. If is in the act of obedience that the divine
blessing always ceomes. The cure was wrought when fTaith was translated
into obedience.

Naaman's Conduct.

He came up out of the Jordan, leprosy gone, anger gone, pride gone, went
back to prophet to express his appreciation, to acknowledge the supremacy
of Jehovah and his determination henceforth to worship him, to offer gifts
and to seek further instruction. A little while before he had sneered at
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the waters of Israel; but now the soil of the land was sacred to him,
and he wanted an alfar of it in his Syrian home., He was anxicus to
show his gratitude to the preophet and to honor him., He requests him
to receive a token of his thankfulness. His cure eveoked gratitude,
annihilated an ¢ld prejudice, and inspired worship.

1. God does not take any stsek of your station in life. Spiritual
conditien —- sinmner, lost, unforgiven.

2. God doees not hold a man's past 1life against him. "Though your sins
be as scariet.” WIf we confess our sins.? Mel Trotter.



