THE MAN WHO WAS THE PEOPLEYS' FRIEND

TThen she came and told the men of God."™ II Kings 4:7. YAnd she said unte her
husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an hely man of God." II FKings 4:9.

It is well for us to recognize the continnity‘of the work of the lLord, One man
serves for a time, is called away, and snother takes his place as the Iord wills.
Elijah was suecceeded by & young man named Elisha,

Elisha was God's gift to Elijah in his dark hour. Elijah had scarcely uttered
his words of despair, "I, even I only am left®, when God gave him the name of
a young man te be angointed as prophet in his place, The directions which Geod
gave to Elijah were sufficiently clear to ensble him te find his successor.

I. His Call.

It was springtime in the valley of the Jordan. The trees were puiting forth
their leaves; the time for the singing of the birds had eomer and the

voice ef the turtle wes heard in the lard. On the farm of Shaphat, in that
rich agricultural district or the west side of the river, all the hired
‘hands were out plowing, end Shaphat's son, Elisha, was with them. The twelve
yoke of @xen were pulling the wooden plows through the aﬂhvial soll of thst
fertile valley. In the midst of this peaceful and busy scene came Elijsh.
Suddenly, he stepped up behind Elisha and threw his mentle over hig shoulders,
probably without a word being spoken. The mantle was the sign of prophetic
of fice and pover, snd HEiisha understood at once the significance of the act.
For a moment he stood in smazement not wnmingled with awe at the high

calling which had suddenly come to him, ¥hen ke had fylly regained his
bearings, Elijah had passed on, and was already leaving the field. Vhen
Elisha received the eall, he was left absolmiely free te sccept and obey

it, or to reject it, whichever he chese to do.,

Very marked was Elisha's readiness teo accent the eall of God, It is danger-

- ous either to push before or te lag behind the call of God. If the ILord has
work for ms, He will cell us to it. But we must eultivabte a spirit of
attentive and prayerful readiness, When the call came to Elisha, he immediate-
1y recognized that for which he had leng been prepared, in heart, and he
accepted the call without a question. He did not ask where he was to ge,
or to what it would lead. There was no bargaining with God. The response
was immediate and mwnequdivdcal. It was his ready obedience that honored Ged.

Flisha understood the meaning of his eall. It was not to a pesition of
wealth, of ease, or of influence. On the contrary, all this had to be re-
linguished., He, z man of peace, was called from home, friends, and comfort,
to endure hardships, to suffer perseculion, and to bear scorn. Yet, he did
not offer any frivolous excuses or unbelieving objections.

Hastening after the prophet, Elisha requested permission to bid farewell

to his parents and friends before leaving =211 te follew him. This request

is proof of how ready he wss, at the eall of God, to break with the life of
ezse, and to take wp the hard work of a prophet to an unwilling people.

When he bade his parents ferewell, Elisha turned back to the oxen and ser-
vants, he took the yoke of oxen he himself was using, he killed then, lighted
a fire with the plowshare, cooked their flesh, and feasted his servants.
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In killing the yoke of exen with which he had been plowing and ueing the
wood of the plow to make the fire, vlainly indicated his voluntary snd final
sepsration from the cuiet 1ife in the coumtry, and the definite surrender of
himself to the call and will of fod. Another reason for his action, and

bis vrovision of & feast, was to let the servants know thst what he was doing
was being done with a happy heart. He wanted to show them that the day

God celled him was not a day of sorrovw and nourning, but was a "red-lebter”
day in his life, Then, leaving fsther, mother, servanis, bis good position,
and his comfortsble home, he went forth as & homeless pllgrim.

His Choice.

After his call, Elisha practically veniched from the seripture narrative
for some time. Iater he reappeared at Gilzel, when Elijah was about e
start on his last journey. Elijah told him thst the Iord had called hinm to
go to Bethel and recuested that he remsin behind. "But Elisha weuld not
part from him. The sons of the prophets at Bethel came forth and told
Elishe that it had been reveesled te them that Elijah would be taken away
thet day, Flijah zazed on the eager face of Elisha, snd longed to be of
some service to him., With yvesrning heart, he said to Elisha, "Ask what I
shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee,® What a glorious chanee
for Elisha to meke hig fortune! The great provhet or the point of ascending
to the throne of (od, geve him leave to ask anything his heart desirved, with
sn intimstion that it should be granted. What would have been your re-uest,
under those circumstances? Would you have said, "sive me that beautiful
tract of land,” or "grent to me that post of honor"? Eiisha locked uwp at
him and sav the scars on him, saw the lines upon his face, read the records
of his troubles in the furrows on his brow, and in the lines upen his cheeks.
He knew that it all meant danger, hardship, and suffering, but there wes
nothing on earth he so much desired as the necesssary gifts end graces. to
serve God =s His prophet in Israel. Io, he said, "I pray thee, let a double
portion of thy spirit be upon me." It was the first opportunlty Flisha

ever had Tor such a choice, and it was 1likely to be the last, Time has
proved that he made a wise and noble request.

Elisha's choice revesled his spirituwal insight, He did not erave his lead-
er's miraculols powers, or hisgﬁggnetig‘iyfluence, or his indomigdtable will,
but his spirit, which he et 766 to-bo-a true secret of hils work. He
longed to pursue the work which Elijah had started with the same gteadfastness
and the same resclute devotion. -

What was the answer.to his request? It was remarkable regardless oy how we
explain it. FElijah said, "Thou hsst asked a hard thing; nevertheless, if

thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; bubt if not,
it ghall not be so.m

Hig Career.
1. As a Minister.

¥lisha wes well qualified for his ministry. As a prophet he was called
of the lord, angointed with oil, which was the symbel of the Holy Spirit,
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fully dedicated to the Lord, and trained for the ministry under
Elijah (I Kimgs 16:19-21). '

His message was that of repentance and rightecusness. The preacher is
not merely an explorer, or a discoverer, but a herald,

Elisha was at his best in the home. There we see him in his compassion
and friendly sympathetic interest. There was a godly widow whose hus-
band had been removed by death, who was in debit, and her sons were about
to be taken awey by her creditor and sold as slsves, In her diffieculty
she appealed to Elisha. On Elisha's inquiry, she acknowledged that she
had nothing left exeept a smell quantity of oil, Elisha teld her to
borrow vessels from a1l her neighbors. She did so, and set the vessels
up in her house, and taking the pot of oil, began to pour into the empty
vessels, Az she did so, because of her faith and ebedienece, the oil
multiplied wntil she had filled every vessel which she had. Determined
to do nothing without the direct commend of Elisha, she came to him
with the glad tidings of what had happened, and he told her to sell the
oil, pay her debt, and for her and her sons to live off the balance.

Thos the widows cruse of oll has become a proverb which means the
previdential care and goodness of God.

Elishs alse knew how to deal with sinners. When Naamen, the great man
of Syria, came to be healed of his leprosy, Elisha sent a brief message
to him, telling him to go down snd wash seven timee in the Jordam.
Naaman was enraged at what he considered a personal slight and insult.
He thought that so great a man as he should be dealt with in a different
way. Elisha refused to soften, tone down, or adulterate his message for
Nzaman or anyone else. '

As An Educster.

Elisha was president of a School of the Prophets, or what we today
would designate as a Theological Seminary. He had the long vision and
knew that his own work was not enough. What he did would be maltiplied
by training other young men for the prophetie offiee. That is always
the duty and the privilege of any wise leader, Fven the best camnot
live forever, so there must be others prepared to deliver the message
after their voices have been silended by death. So Eliska spent much
time at the School of the Prophets. '

~ As A Benefactor.

Two miracles, one of mercy;ggﬂe of judgment, marked Elisha‘s establish-
ment as Flijah's successor, 7The first of these miracles was typical of
his whole ministry. All of the netural cherms of Jericho were spoiled

by the unsatisfactory condition of the water. Calling for a new cruse and
a supply of salt, Flisha led the way to the spring whence the weter
iasued, and, casting in the salt ps the symbol of purificatiom end
preservation, declsred that God "healed® the water.
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Other Bible characters worked great miracles, but Elisha is the only
man who worked a miracle from his grave. Sometime after his death,

a funeral procession was on its way to a cemetery. Suddenly a band.
of Moabites made their appearance as invaders. Unable teo reach the
prepered grave, the bearers cast the man into the sepulcher of Elisha;
and when he touched the bones of FElisha, he revived and stood en his
feet, The influence of a good man goes op after his death; even from
bis grave a good minister combinutes to speak. What can be more real
or more potent than the influence of godly men and women whose voices
are no leonger heard and whose faces are ne longer seen. WElessed are
the dead which die in the Iord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they msy rest from their labours; and their works do follow them,”
Revelation 14:13.




