AN ARCH DECEIVER

"But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, ....... went out from his presence a
leper as white as smow." II Kings 5:20, 27.

Gehazi is one of those men whom later ages have accepted as a type. His very name has
come to be representative of a particular character. We de not know much sbout him, but
the 1little that is recorded sbout _him erables us to learn some imperbant lessens.

I. His Privileges.

1. PFellowship with godly men.
Elisha was God's witness to that age. He bore his testimony on behalf of the
epiritual life, and agsinst the sins of Tsrzel, He declared God's message to the
nation, and teo every individuval member of 1%.

Gehazli came under the influvence of FElisha. It was his great opportunity. He heard
the Word of God from the lipe of this grest prophet. The way of purity and
righteousness was set before him in the daily life of his master. He was reminded
continually by all the ascis of Elisha what his 1ife ought to be.

It was a gleriocus privilege and great blessing to witness Elisha's lovely life

and noble deeds, to overhear his prayers, to be remembered by him in prayer, to
listen %o his counsels and to have him Tor 2 puide. Thus he, like each of us,

had his greal chanece, He saw what he ecould be; en idesl feor his own life was there
embodied in the life of the mem of Ged with vhem he lived.

Gebazi was surrownded by all these sacred influnences that he might not take the
downward pa’sh that he might cheose the good and live., The eppgrtﬁnity was glven
- to him, and urged upon him There was no mistake about it.

One might have thouwght that Gehazi, with the rare privilege of such companienship,
would have developed intc a shining saint, but it was not se., He duelt with a
hero, but he was a coward. He lived with a ssint, but he was a knave. He was
asgociated with a provhet of God, bul he was & petiy thief.

Alas, too often this is the case in these days. There is neo redéeming pover in
2 noble example. A man may live with beautiful spirite, yet mever cateh any of
their loveliness. -

Not only did Gehazi have the golden privilege of residence with Elisha, God's

prophet, but he was always being breught into contact with ether godly men. Elisha's
house was the rendezvous of provhets and "sons of the provhets." . There Gehazi

met the best of the best. What hymns of praise, prayers and eonversati@ns Elisha'ls
servant heard!

2., Familiarity with sacred things. :
Gehazi had received a2 lot of information abetzt God. Fregquently the name of God’
fell from his sullied lips. He mentioned God while plot‘bing to serve the devil.

God was or his lips, but was far from his heart.

Geham's case is a stern reminder that mere theoretical knowledge of these great
realities is completely inadegmate, No companionship, however spiritually exalted,
and no theology, hovever sceurate, can supply or take the place of personal
religious experience.

II. His Perversity.
1. Gehazi did not appreciate Elisha. ‘
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He did rot appreciate the prophet of God either as to his character or his conduct.
One may live with people and yet f2il to comprehend and appreciate them. Greatiness
and goodness mey not be discerned by these who spesnd thelr days in its immediate
presence. No man is a here to his valet, they say; then, so much the worse for
the valet. Elisha's servent failed to appreciate alike the vrophet's character
and his deeds. It seems that he was oblivieus of Elisha's extraordinary gquality.
The prineiples by which Elisha's conduct was governed had no attraction for him.

He had lived meny a day with Elisha, yet knew not the secret of his conduet. This

faet reminds ws that spiritual things are spirituslly discerned.

Gehazi harbored am evil thought.

"But Gehazi, the servant of Flisha the man ef God, said.” To whom 4id he spesk?

To himself. It was a cherished thought, but God knmows a person’s thoughbs and
records them. He said this in the silence of his heart. What did he say? "Beheld,
my master hath spared Nasmern this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which
he brought; but, as the lord liveth, I will run afier him, and take somewhat of
him." What a base thought it was! Gshazl sheuld have crushed it immediately.
Instead, he allowed it t¢ change into a determined purvose. So, his tragic fall
may be traced to a cherished godless thought,

Gehazi was domimated by a lust for gain.
The young men was enslaved by greed, which is one of the most eruel despots. Iust

for gain was his ruling passion.

After Haaman had been mirsculously cleansed of leprosy, he might have returned

to his own land immediately, but his hearit had been renewed, and the great man
&id net shrink from appearing before Elisha, the humble man of God, as he had done
before, He voluntarily relurned to make an humble confession of his falth im Ged,
thaenk the prophet for vhat he had domne for him, snd te reward him. When he
came to trust the propheit's God, he readily paid duee reverence to His prophet.
Elisha refused te accept a reward for his services, lest any shounld think that

the gifts of God might be purchased. Ho was sufficiently honered when he was used
of Ged to bring healing and health te Neamam. Elisha desired no other reward than
the joy of hearing Faaman praise Ged,

Gehazi failed to follow the example of his master, whe had refused te accept a
reward for services rendered, Having been present when the restored Haaman came
back from the Jordan River with grateful heart, the prophet's servant had beheld
with lenging geze the gift which the Syrian commander-in-chief spread out bhefore
his master, The sight of that wealth was a spark which kindled the fires of hell
in his bosom, His mouth watered after it. He evidently thought Elisha was a fool
for letting Neaman off so easily. He considered him fair game, for he had brought
the wealth on purpose to leave it. To him Elisha's conduet was incredible, BHe
could not feel the power of Elisha's spiritual meotives in sparing Nasman and letting
him go free of payment. OCratuiifous services were not in harmony with his mercenary
spirit,

After Nasman's eure, he had s very strong desire to give of his gold and silver,

not as a matter of remuneration, but as an expression of his gratitude iteo Elisha,
but when the prophet refused o accept it, the Syrian started heme, taking with

him his money, jewels and raiment. Then it was that Gehaszi's eovetousness or over-
powering desire for money got the better of him. A1l that he let himself see was
that with the departing Masmen so much money went awsy too, and that unnecessarily
to his way of thinking. He reasoned, why should not my master have taken the money?
Haaman could well afford it; he wanted to give it; and it was far less than the
equivalent of what he had received from his visit to Elisha. Even though the prophet
was exceedingly anxious te avoid meking any wrong Jlmpressions upon Naaman and those
who accompanied him, yet Gehazi was ready to jeopardize everything provided he
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might gain financizlly by deing so. Not until now hed this servant shown sny such
spirit teo the prophet. He had covered up his real attitude a long time, bub sin
in the heart, unconguered by the grace of Cod, will surely manifest itself in some
WAY .

Gehazl was a deceitful servant.
In attempting to cover up his own sin, he made three false statements.

(1) He pretended that Elisha had sent him.
Vhen he had determined to get some of Naasmen's wealth, he promptly follewed
him and deliberately misrepresented his master by alleging that he had sent
him,

(2) He asserted that Elisha needed the silver and the changes of raiment for twe
young men, sons of the prephets. He feigned umselfishness and told a plamsible
story, even though it was an sbsolute faisehood. Did it pay? He mmst have
launghed in his sleeve at this ecredulous Syrian who believed his ridieculous
story. He must have felt the contemptuous pity of conscious superiority over
Elisha, as he came back loaded with his treasure to the home of his master,

(3) He told Elisha that he had met gome out.
When he quietly rresented himself before his master the question was asked:
"iWhence comest thom, fBehazi?" In accenits of injured innocence the ready lie
was uttered: "Thy servant weat no whither,®

His Punishment.

With eyes from which fire flasheé, knowing that Gehazi was lying te him, and in words
that scathed the scoundrel at whom they were flung, Elisha denounced his conduet.
As to his punishment three things may be said.

1.

It was immediate.

He lost his health. The provhet said, "The leprosy therefeore of Naaman shall cleave
unte thee, and unto thy seed for ever." Scarcely was the verdiet declared than

it was carried out. "And he wenit omt from his presenece a leper as white as snow."
That ruined comstitution was the price he paid for successful wickedness.

Leprosy did not graduslly creep over him, with all the attendant symptoms, but
21l =% once, hiz sin was punished., He went out from the presence of his master
whom he had tried to deceive, "a leper as white as snow."

It was intenszive. _
He was shut oul frem privileze. He was shul out from the tabernacle of his childhoed.

Hig friends forsook him, and onr his brow was printed indelibly the mark and stigma
of his fraud.

It was extensive.
It took in the whole of his family. His seed inherited the bitter reproach: wmmelean,

unclean! He thought, with his suddenly geined possessions, he could become master,
ingtead of servant; be rich, instead of poor; his children would inherit these
riches frem him, bul the only possessions he could now leave them would be the
spots of his leprosy. Behold the reward of falsehood and deceit. Their heir-loom
handed down to his posterity was lepresy.



