NEAMAN, THE SYRIAH
11 Kings 5:1-19

This most interesting merrative, which is so full of humsn interest and moral imstruction
andé which is so rich in gospel sugeestion, carries us zcross the Hediterranean Sea o
Syriz in Asiz. In those days Syria had mipghty monsrchs who conquered other nations

and oppressed them. A4t that time Benhadad was reigping in Demescus, the caplital citye.
Tsracl tresbled before him because he was a decided and fierce enemy of God's nation.

He was proud, haughty, pitiless, and remorseless tyrant wio trusted in the strength

of his arms, his treasuries, and the help of his idels. Of all his numercous possess-
ions there was, perhaps, none more precicus than his faithful servant and friend,

Naaman., Among the figures in the 0ld Testament very few are more interesting than
Haaman who possessed practicelly every requisite to worldly success.

T. Haamants Characteristics.

1. He was prominent.
Haamsn 4id not belong to the ranks of the humble citizens but was the commander-
in~chief of all the Syrian army. Next to the king, he was the most prominent
and important men in Syria. Having risen to the highest rank in the army, he
took a very active part in nationsl affairs and justified the confidence reposed
3 11He

2. He was popular.
His position ss Yeaptain of the host of the king of Syris® involved:a high rank,
a large income, a vast patronage, and a place in the thoughis of his people next
to that of their king. He had a splendid reputation among his neighbors and
many friends. He shared the approval and favors of King Benbhadad. Becazuse of
his great services to his country, he enjoyed to an unusual degree ine confidence
and faver of his monarch who lavished upon him the great honors and rich giits
which kings confer upon their favorites. IHe wasg alsc the idol of his army and
the pride of his people. He could obtain arny favor ihat he desired or advance
any whom he cared to promobeé.

3. He was honorabile. _
Haeman atbtracks attention and evokes admirafion because he was an eXemplary
husbend, 8 useful public servant, and & brave end faithiul leader of the army.

lj, He was successiule
As a soldier he wes courteous, energetic, courageous, and victorious. Under
his leadership the armies of Syria marched against the enemies of their country
and defeated them. Neaman was an imstrument of deliverance to his nation and
wes acknowledged by 211 as the political and military saviour of his country,
Uhecause by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria.® He was one of the
most successiul generels of his day, and his name was a terror to multiplied
thousands and the glory of meny more. A4s commancer-in-chief he saw real service,
won his spurs in active warfare, and led his troops to victory. Crowned with
laurels and enriched with spoils, he wes greeted on his retwrn from battle with
the trivmphant shouts of a joyful and grateful popnlace.

5. He was valiznt,
“He was also a mighty man in velour.® This statement reveals the fomdation of
much of his grestness. It isplies the possession of wisdom, forethought, in-—
genuity, decision, versatility, and all the other excellent qualities which are
lended in a great general, He was cautious and wise &s well as brave and

energetics.
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the fact that there is always something to wodify the happiness of every hman life

e

6. He was proud. , _
Tt is not at all surprising thet MNeamsn was provde A4s far as external prosperity
went, the illustrious Neaman had practically everything one could desire. He
was kigh in rank, great in honor, rich in worldly goods, and successful in warg
he was the favorite of his king, the idol of iis army, and the pride of hi

-

people. From a worldly point of view, Hazman wWas & grest HEile

Maaman's Conditione.

Althoush Neswan wes prominent, popular, honorable, successiul, vallant, and proud, he

was the victim of a terrible discase —= leprosy. He had so weny things that one might

desire; bub what of that, when he was whet he was -— & ileper? His condition illusirates

and something to mer the most brilliant success. In every Life there is some good
thing withheld or some sad thing addeds AL of us might he hapry but for something:

our plans might be successful, buit for something.

Leprosy was the most fearful, dreaded, and desplsed disease known to the psople of
the Fast. It wes a terrible disease -- hereditary, painiul, contagious, losthsome,
separzting, incurable by man, and fatal. In all these respects it resemvles sin.

The leprosy of sin tarnishes every worldly honor, blights the loveliest scene, dims

the brightest prospects and moderates every Jo¥e

Naamants Cure.

Tn the course of their many border raids in the towns and villages of Israel, the Syrian
troops had seized and carried off, as pari of their booty, 2 little Hebrew girl whom
Beaman appropristed and presented to his wife as a servent. In the position of attendant
on the wife of Nazman, she did her work admirably. Although she was in a heathen land
and surrounded by the pomp and show of idolatry, she steadfastly clung e the religion

of her fathers and kept her heart set on the ways of God, G&he was strong in her simple
faith in the God of Tgrael., Forced away from her family, home, and friends, with grief
enocugh o bresk her heart, she did not forget her God nor the good which He had done
through His prophet. ‘

She scon discovered that something wes wrong in Nasman's household, as neither Nazaman
nor his wife were cheerful. She wondered what Was wrong and at last was informed thet
Nosmen was a leper. Heving become atiached to him, she was touched by his misfortunes.
Haed she been 1ike some people, she would heve rejolced that he weas & leper. If the
feeling of retaliation had influenced her, she would have watched with melicious pleasure
the progress of his disesse. One day while her mistress znd she engaged in & chat a-
bout domestic affairs, Heamsnt's healtih was mentioned. With all the lulness of a sym-
pathizing heart, and the fesr of kindly devotlon trembiing in her eye, she thought of
God's prophet in Samaria. She remembered what wondrous works of healing he had done,
and sne concluded that he would do the sasme for Nasmen 1f bis help was only soughie.
Tnile she never knew of 5lisha healing s leper, she believed that God could do ihis
also through hime Simply, affectionately, and with the greatest assurence she ventured
to say to her mistress, 'Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samarial
for he would recover rdm of his leprosy." There wos a note of sincerity and conviction
in her stztement that deeply touched her mistress and gave her & ray of hope for her
doomed husband, Convinced that there was & possibility of healing, Hsaman's wife con—
veyed this messapge to him. inexpectedly it opened to the diseased and despairing hero
a dogr of hope and zave his a new gulding star in his midnight of darkness,
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How willing our friends are to vrescribe for us and how aquick we are te accept their
most extraordinary suggestions! Since none of the eminent doctors in Demazcus or
Syria could help him, Neaman wes willing to try almost anything toe get rid of his
leprosy. Haaman knew nothing of the meens Blisha hed at his disposal for the treate
ment of leprosy, but he wanted to give him 2 trial. However, he congidered it his
duty to inform Benhadad of his intention and receive the royal sanction. Born and
bred & pelitician, and knowing the value of influence, he went to his sovereign and
told him of his hopes and asked for a letter of inmtroduetion. Knowing litils or no-
thing about miracles but mueh about how things are done otherwise, all they deemed
necessary was for Nzaman, proverly accredited, to present himself before the king of
Israel, and he would either effect the cure himself or have the prophet to perform

the necessory miraclie.

Benhadod's letter was short and to the point. The facty were clearly stated and his
wishes fully declared. This letier placed the king of Tsrael in an embarrassing pogi-
tion., After reading the letier with extrese astonishment, the king of Israel rent
his clothes and said, "Am I God, to kill and %o mske alive that this man doth send
wito me to recover a man of his leprosy? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how
he seeketh a quarrel against me." Since there was no reference in the letter to the
prophet of whom the maid had spoken, the king thought it was just a pretext for the
resumption of war. When the tidings of the king's perplexity resched Eiishe, wiith &
fine sense of confidence in himself and in his power, Elisha requested the king to

send Haaman to him.

With 2 letter in his hand t¢ command the cere, &t least fifty thousand dollars in his
pockets to pay for it, and 2 splendid and glittering retinue accompanying im, Hzaman
turned f{rom the royal palzce @nd approached the door of the prophet's humble abode.

Nazmar made his pilgrimage to Sameris, a distance of one hundred and fifty miles, with
a mind full of the most detailed preconceptions. He thought that Elishe would feel
very muech flattered that he shoulé come and call upon him. He expected the prophet

to come cout to him, very humble and very subservient. He thought that Elishs would
mrke much of him, since he had and conld give so much. He wanted to be treated like

2 great man who happened to be a leper., He expected that his pomp and his gold would
win him deference and homage and that he would be hesled by sclemn word, act, and touch.
But the process of healing was different from what Hazman expected,

Elisha knew what wzos best for this mighty man of valour; he must be empbisd of his pride
before God could help him. Instesd of going out to meet him in recognition of his rank,
in the position he occnpied in the nation from wiich he cawe, Blisha sent an humble
messenger to him, saying: "Go and wash in Jordsn seven times, and thy flesh shsll come
again unto thee, and thou shalt be clean.® Pis directions were plair and specific. .
Could anything be more explicit? Elisha treated him as though he were an ordinery common-
place leper. He made no allowsnce whatever for his notive pride. Because the prophet's
counsel did not fit in with Heaman's prejudices and his sense of his own irportance,

he was wroth at Slisha andg turned away in a rage. Flattered and czrressed and feared

enc waited on, he had seemed to himself more than man; now for the First time a fellow-
man cast aside his splendor and fame as though they were trifles. He was sadly dig-
appointed and disgusted by the matter—of-fach way in which Elisha received him., Tt

was a severe blow te him to be asked to bathe his stately though leprous limbs in the
turbid waters of the Jordan rather than in the clear 1impid rivers of his native Namsecus.

Be wanted Lo be treated like a great men who happened to be a leper, but Elisha treated
him like a leper who heppened to be a great man. His suffering wnpitied, his porp une
noticed, his geld desvised, he was turned away like a beggar from the door, with the
added insult of whet he considered a trivial message. With his pride and vanity wounded,
and turning away infuriated, he expressed his feeling of disappointment and contempte
His servanis attempted to stay his wrath and get him to consider the advisability of

at least testimg the prophet!s words. Their gentle persuasion prevailed. At the bank
of the Jordan he laid aside his armor, put off his outer garment, stepped down into the
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river, dippsd himself seven times, and his flesh became sgain like ihe flesh of a 1itile

‘child. The cure wes instantaneocus. It is in the aci of cbedience that the divine blesg~-
ing always eomes. The cure wasg wrought when faith wes translated into obedience.

IV, Heaman's Conduct.

ey

e pame up out of the Jordan, leprosy gone, anger gone, pride gone, went back to the
prophet to express his appreciaiion, to acknowledge the supremacy of Jehovah and his
determination henceforth to worship him, to offer gifts and to seek further instruction.
& 1ittle while before he had sneersd at the walters of Israel: bul now the soll of the
land was sacred to him, and he wanted an altar of it in his Syrian home. He was anxiosus
to show his gretitude to the prophet and to honor him. He reguesis his fo receive a
token of his thoankfulness. His cure evoksd gratitude, annihilated sn old prejudics,

and inspired worship.

take any stoek of your stetion in life.
itlon -— sinner, lost, unforgiven.

1o God does nob
Spiritosl cond

2. God does not held a man's past 1ife egainst him.
Whoueh vour sins be as scarlet.®
®TE we confess our sing.®
el Trotiars.



