FTINDIKG GOD'S WORD

thind Hilkish the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the
Jaw in the house of the Iord. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shevhsn, and he read it.®
Il Kings 22:8.

dosiak, the sixteentk king of Judsh, was not only one of the greatest kings that country
ever had, but he was aslso one of the noblest men in the 0ld Testanent. He was the son
of Mmon and Jedidah and was a native of Jerusalem.

Josiah succeeded two very evil men., His grandfather, Manssseh, wes & simmer of the vilest
type. He had imtroduced every kind of idolatry. During bis reign idolatry had become
rampant, and the trve worshipers of Cod were persecvied cruelly and slain. He had released
upon the neople a multitude of evils, so thal his reign msrked a very definite apostasy
in the history of the kingdom of Judah. It was ceid of him that "he filled Jerusslem -
with blood from one end o another.® Fventually Manssseh was taken into cepitiviity and,
by weans of the sufferings and humilistions which he endured, was brought to repentance
and restored to his throne. The reformations which followed his return, however, but
touched the surface of the national 1ife. He was rnot able to reform all of the profane
practices which he had introduced himself. Soon after his death, the vleasing appearsnces
of religion, whick the people had assumed in complisnce with thelr king, were all throun
off,

When Amon, the son of Menmsseh and the father of Josish, ascended the threne ke found

it easy to reintroduce all the idolatries, vices and oppressive deeds of his father's
egrlier reign. During his reign the kingdom wag all but debauched snd destroyed.
Fortunately, the reign of Amon was very brief. It lasted only two years, for he was murdered
by his courtiers in bis ewn palace.

Immediately the people arcse against the conspirators and enthroned Amon's eight-year

0ld son, Josizh, in his place. He had varicus handicaps from the ocutset. Among them

were his extreme youlh, the degenerscy of the times and the fact that his father wes one
of the worst men who ever reigned over Judah. To be the son of & wicked father, beholding
deily his bad example, is a serious handicap to any boy. Strange to say, Josiah did not
fellow in the steps of his father. Avolding the example of his father and hies grandfather,
the did that which was right in the sight of the Iord, and walked in all the way of David
his father, asnd turned noi sside to the right hand or to the left." It is encoursging

te note thet he did pot weste the days of his youth in the service of Satan, He was
anxicus to please Ged,

Where Josish received his religicus instruction, and from whelt source came the influwence
vhich made him whal he was, it is difficult to conjsecture. We cannot say with positive
ecciuracy how he came to be what he wasg. Tn all probebility his mother was a goed woman,
even though she was merried to 2 very bad man, It is guite probable that, recognizing
the responsibilities thst would rest upon Josish and with the heart of & mother desiring
the very best for her son, she instructed him in the Jaw of the Iord. She must have wielded
an ernobling influvence over her boy. One can visuvalize her constently babttling for the
goiritusl welfare of her son against all the debasing tendencies of an immorsl court and
the infivence of his idolatrous and wicked father. Az a rvile, a boy will follow his
father's ways, but the grace of CGod touched this lad’'s heasrt and led him in the right
paths. '

In sddition to the guidance of his mother, the prime ministeéers must have encouraged Josiah
to high purpcses, Seemingly, his ancéstor, David, wvas his idesl. Doubltless, Hilkiah

was slso a good influence in his 1ife, Evidently he hed some wise and podly advisers

who loved Jehovah and were couragecus enough to break away from the established order

of things and help lead the people back to God. Trained in the things of God, it is not
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surprising that Josiah practically duplicated the noble cereer of his great-grandfather,
Hezekiah, He remeined trus to Ged in spite of the bad exsmple and reputation of his
wicked father, who "did that which wag evil in the sight of the Iord" (IIrchronicles 33:22),

When he was sixtéen years of age Josish had a genulne religiots experience, With God's
grace implanted in his heart, he promptly leaned toward righteoushess and purity. ¥ven
though he was the son of a profligate father, he formulated a définite plen of seelding
God's favor. He determined thet God should bé the real leader of his kingdom. He obeved
the law of the lord. He consisténtly end persistently followed the lord CGod, His career
was unbroken by spiritval lapses. God gave him strength to serve Him and crowned his
subsequent efforts with success. Just here we should learn the folly of excusing onrselves
from serving God by the circumstances in which we are »lsced, TFach of us is responsible
to God for his own life and conduct, no matter how others may act.

Pully aware of the blighting curse of idolatry throughout his kingdom, Josizh set himself
to the task of eliminating all degrading pagan worship from the land., He khew full

well that if this great feat was to be acecomplished it would be hecessary to replace
hezthen worship with thst of the true homagée of God. Te was determined to sbolish all
slgns of idel worship. In order %o do so, he Cermanded the idols to be burred or ground
into powder and scattered to the winde. He saw to it that the shrines of the false deities
were obliterated end the groves were destroyed. The vriests, who had supported these
corruptions, wers put down with merks of infamy, snd meny of them were siein with the
sword.

Josiah coneceived his work as being twofold in neture—-négative and positive. Instead

of trying to cover the bad with the good, he proceeded to destroy the evil %o the very
limit of his ability. After he had demolished the idols, @8 Far as was possible, he began .
to foeter and build up the worship of +the true God, This he did by preparing for and
accomplishing the restoration of the temple of the Iord. The accomplishment of this long-
delayed and much-needed task required great heroism, courage and skill..

Josiah's subjects were at their worst both in relirion and moralé, Ths temple was prefaned
and degraded to sensuous and immoral practices. The moral conditions had become terrible
beyend descripticn. They were so bad that sodomites had actuslly been brought and housed
in the temple of God t¢ practice their unspeaksble orgiss. With God ont of their minds,
the people had given themselves to saerifieing theéir own flésh and blood as peace offerings
to a hesthen ged. Imnocent children were burned on sacrificial altars.

Josiak kmew that no permenent reforms could be accomplished without laying a spiritual
foundation. Desifous that his people should worship, serve and obey God, the King gave
crders for the house of the lord to be repaired. This is an indication that he had been
taught something of his duty teward the house of the Lord, which was neglected, dirty
and breken down. :

In the precess of clearing away the rubbish of the temple which was in ruins, the workmen
found an old scroll which had been lost and buried deep in the ruins among the debris

for a long time. This scroll, which may have seemed a thing of little valve to the workman
who discovered it, was the Book of the Iaw or part of the Hely Seriptires. How did it
happen to be there? The pecple had long sinde lost any interest inm it. They had cesgsed
to read, study and obey it. The Book had been lost for so long that its message was in
large measure forgotten. Whén a possessisn is Het prized, it may be lost without anxiety
or grief. When people negleet or forget the Holy Scriptures, they are headed for moral
disaster. -

The Book, which was only a fragment of the Bible We know, was really lost to them long

before it was covered in the rubbish of a fallen temple. That loss was disastrous in

its results., It was in those days of the lost and forgotten Book that sin blasted the

foundation from under their mation. King and pecple alike seemed to have been ignorant

of the existence of this Book of the Iaw. So far as many are conesrned individuwelly today,
- %
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the Bible is a lost book even thourh it may lie shuzly in a prominent place in the home.
The Bible is a lost book, 8o far as you are concerned, if you have not read a chapbter
in it for months. The Bible is the one book we cannot afford to dispense with, negleet
or leave unread.

Hilkish the high priest szid untc Shavhan the seribe, "I have found the book of the law
in the house of the Iord." When Shachan had read it, he took it to Josish and read it
to him. The reading of this Beook marked the beginning ef a new epoeh in the history

of the mation. It cccasioned & great hesrt-getrching on the pert of the Fing, It set
kim to thinking sbout the great faults and 8sins in thelr national Iife, It revealed teo
him that they haé not only been doing things which they ought not e have done, bult they
had been leaving undone msny things vhich they should have done.

The Bible is the Book which enables us to know something of cur sinfulness and our needs.
Is there any book that can search the depths of the human heart as the Bible searches
them? Is theré ahby boock that cién test condiet and lay bare the springs of action as the
Bible does? It probes our comsciences and searches our hearts as no other bock does or
can, That is why Goleridge said, "I believe the Bible to be the Word of Cod because

it finds me.¥

As the Word of God was tead snd Josiah disceverefl how far he and his people had departed
from the revealed will of God, = sense of 8in Wwas awakened within him, and the fear of
God possessed him. By the law iz the nowledge of sin, so it was ne wonder thalt he rent
his royal robe in deep grief, Distressed over their sinfulnesg, Joslsh souchv for a
prophet to inchire of the Iord how the seemingly inevitable punishment might be everted.
They found Fuldah the prophetess and ssked her if these wernings apd threstenings with
reference to their discobedience would be Fulfilled., e informed the King that &1l

God had s&id was eertainly true, bit she encouraged Him bty ssying that Fis judgments would
not come wpon the natiocn in his lifetime, because the ILord had taken note of his genuine
repentance, earnest prayers and sincere efferts at reformation. Huldsh assured Jesish
that, although the penalties thréatened by the Iaw had been inéurred and would be inflicted,
he should be gathered in peace te his fathers before the days of punishment and sorrow
arrived.

This exhibition of divine petience and merey camsed Josiah to long for & return to the

Iord on the part of thé people of his nation., Immediately he sent messengers throughout

the land and summoned thé people to assemble at the temple. ¥When they did so, it was

a great mass meeting, ineluding provhets, priegts, other leaders and the populace, both
smsll end grest, The purbose of this gatherinmg was *that all of those present should hear

the message of ths Bock of the law. To this vast asseibly Josiah read, or caumsed to be
read, "all the worde of the book of the covenant," in order that the hearers might understand
what the Iord required.

Withowt hesitation or question Josiah submitited his life to the Word of God and underteock
to live in accordance with its preécepts. He made a complete surrender of himself to God.
Standing in a prominent place before his people, the King humbly and solemnly renewed
his vow to the Iord, pledging his loyalty to God and promising to be faithful in his
obedience to Codls Word to the very 1imit of his ability to do so. Such a dispesition
to be obedient to God's commendments is the test of sineerity.

Falling in line with the noble example of Josiah, by a rising vote the people solemmly
deelared their adherence to the cevenant and pledged themselves to worship, obey and serve
God. From this it is evident that God's Word exerteéd a purifying pewer not only in Josish's
personsl lifé but alse in the affairs of the nation. Truly it Is a blessed thing when

God raises up & man to call the psople back te the truths and the ways of the Bible. King
Josish was & splendid example of what God cen and will do with a life that is surrendered
and obedient to Him. So faithful was be in living in compliance with the will of God

that the Bible says, "And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned te the
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Tord with all his heert, and with 21l his soul, and with all his might, according to all
the law of Moses; neither after him arese there anmy like him" (IT Xings 23:25). Vhat
a wonderful eplitaph!

Mary have the Word of God but do not read it., Others read it but do nol obey it. Because
ite standard of life is so high, they are unwilling to deny themselves of the temporal
pleasures that sin offers ia order to messureé up to it. Those who 8¢ not care to have
their liwves shaped by the Word of Cod are usually interested im putting it out of their
sight., ¥any are neglecting the Bible through the deceitfulpess of richeés, the infatuation
of pleasure and the pride of scholarship. Ignorance of the teachings of the Bible is

one of the appelling facts of our day. It is exceedingly imvortant that we learn its
great truths, make it our guidebook and practice ite precents.

God's blessed Book has pot lost its vpower. It has not grown out of date. It speaks to
the needs of people in all days, ineluding our own. It is the eternal Word, as fresh
today as it wes when it wag first written. Time neither dulls ner rusts the Sword of
the Spirit. What a pity that to so msny it 'is a losbt beokl It is a lost bock to those
who negleet it, disbelieve it or dischey it. )

God!s Word will either ¥eep ©s from sin, or sii will keen us from it, The Pselmist wrote,
"The law of his God 18 in his hesrt: pone of his stens shall slide® (Psaln 37:31). God's
¥ord and vietorious living are insepsrsble. The vurify of the Word alweys uncovers the
uneleanness of the heart. When peonle want to do wrong they hate the Bible, An infidel
lecturer in Fyde Park, london, was assked why he slwsys sbttacked the Eible ard no other
book. "Why ecan't vou let it alone?” he was asked. "Because it won't let me alone,™ he
renlied. Only as the Word of God becomes a part of us will our lives be fruitful and

be lived to the glory of God. IF¥ you have lost it throush neglect or otherwise, find

it, study 1%, believe it, obey it and teach it to others.



